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Part III

Orthodox Catechumen Glossary and 
Christian Terminologies 

By Louis J. Jasper Jr 

Included in Part III are words, terms and events that I found most useful as a 
Catechumen in studying and understanding Orthodoxy and the history of the Christian 
Church. The syllables of most of the words are given to aid in pronunciation. All 3 Parts 
are meant to stand alone, however, there may be duplications and repetition with Parts I 
and II. The author reviewed both Parts I and II in an attempt to reduce or eliminate any 
information that may be redundant in Part 3. No changes were made to Part 1 and Part 
II to respect any copyrights. The Antiochian and Greek glossaries are also available from 
the listed websites. The information in Part III was obtained from reading the books 
given below and from Orthodox websites, Wikipedia, our Liturgical Ordo and others. 

1. A History Of The Christian Church by Williston Walker and et al. 
2. The Eucharist In The New Testament by Jerome Kodell 
3. Introduction to Liturgical Theology by Alexander Schmemann 
4. The Eucharist by Alexander Schmemann 
5. Of Water $ Spirit by Alexander Schmemann 
6. The Orthodox Liturgy by Hugh Wybrew 
7. The Orthodox Church by Timothy Ware 
8. Meyendorff, John. Rome Constantinople Moscow Historical and Theological 

studies; pp175. St Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 1996. 

Absolution Certificates. A form of indulgences used in the Orthodox Christian churches 
of the eastern Mediterranean area during the sixteenth through eighteenth centuries. 
These certificates were real indulgences that anyone could obtain for a certain amount of 
money which absolved them from sin. Indulgences as a means of enrichment were 
condemned at the Council of Constantinople in the year 1838. The Roman Catholics still 
have performance type indulgences where the recipient of an indulgence must perform an 
action such as prayer and good works. 

Acacian Schism.  A-ca-cian. The earliest serious split between the Eastern Orthodox 
Church and the Western Catholic Church. It began in 484 and lasted until 519 C.E. The 
doctrinal differences that split the Church had to do with the "Monophysitism." heresy 
that Christ had only one divine nature. But orthodox belief held that Christ had two 
natures (Nestorianism), both divine and human. This concept had been deliberately 
expressed at the Council of Chalcedon, an ecumenical council held in 451.  
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Acts and Monuments. John Foxe's Book of Martyrs, is a work of Protestant history and 
martyrs, first published in English in 1563 by John Day. It includes a polemical account of 
the sufferings of Protestants under the Catholic Church, with particular emphasis on 
England and Scotland. The book was highly influential in those countries and helped 
shape lasting popular notions of Catholicism there. 

Aerial Toll-Houses. The Orthodoxy teaching of Aerial Toll-Houses regards the soul's 
journey after its departure from the body. It is related to the particular judgment. In its 
most general form, after death, the demons attempt to find a basis for taking the soul to 
Hades, while the angels defend the soul, taking the reason in the righteousness of the 
reposed person. Whether the soul is finally seized by the demons, or taken to heaven 
depends on the state of the soul at death and the intercession (prayers) of the living. This 
teaching is not a dogma, but it is found in virtually every Father of the Church. 

Albrecht Durer Hands of Prayers. Al-brecht Dur-er. Praying with palms together and 
finger stretched skyward. This prayer position is iconic among European Christians. 

Anabaptism. An-a-bap-tism. A Christian movement which traces its origins to the Radical 
Reformation in 16th century Europe. Anabaptists believe that baptism is only valid when 
the candidate confesses his or her faith in Christ and wants to be baptized. This believer's 
baptism is opposed to baptism of infants. Anabaptists were heavily persecuted during the 
16th century and into the 17th century. The Amish, Hutterites, and Mennonites are direct 
descendants of the early Anabaptist movement.  

Anamnesis. Anamn-sis. Recalling before God of the saving acts of Christ: “Remembering 
this saving commandment and all those things which have come to pass for us: the Cross, 
the Tomb, the Resurrection on the third day, the Ascension into heaven, the Sitting at the 
right hand, and the second and glorious Coming.” 

Anaphora. A-naph-o-ra. The central prayer of the Eucharist (Greek word for "offering 
up"), in the West it is also called the "Eucharistic Prayer," the "Canon of the Mass" (or 
"Eucharistic canon"), or the "Great Thanksgiving."  

Antependium. An-te-pen-di-um (parament). A hanging, or specifically, the hanging for the 
altar. An altar fronta is a decorative piece, usually of textile, but also metalwork, stone or 
other material that adorns a Christian altar. It hangs down in front of whatever it covers, 
and is to be distinguished from the altar linens and cloth which covers the top of the altar 
table. 

Anthropomorphic. An-thro-po-mor-phic. Having human characteristics. 

Antiochian. Anti-o-chi-an. Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America. The Church of 
Antioch was established by the Apostles Paul and Barnabas in 42 A.D., with St. Peter 
serving for the next eight years as its first prelate. The Church of Antioch is one of the 
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five ancient Patriarchates of the Christian Church, along with Alexandria, 
Constantinople, Jerusalem, and Rome.  

Apophaticism. Ap-o-pha-tic-ism. A negative theology of thinking and religious practice 
that attempts to approach God, the Divine, by negation, to speak only in terms of what 
may not be said about the perfect goodness that is God. 

Apocatastasis. (Apokatastasis). Ap-o-ca-tas-ta-sis. The teaching that everyone will, in the 
end, be saved. It looks toward the ultimate reconciliation of good and evil.  

Apostolic Constitutions. Contains eight books on Early Christian discipline, worship, and 
doctrine. It is the work of the Twelve Apostles, whose instructions, whether given by them 
as individuals or as a body. Book 8, chapter 47 is the Apostolic Canons. 

Apse. A recessed extension on the eastern, or altar end, of Christian churches. It is usually 
semicircular in plan form but is also found in polygonal and rectangular forms. 

Arianism. Ar-i·an-ism. A Christological concept in the 3rd and 4th centuries that asserts 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God who was begotten by God the Father at a point in time, is 
distinct from the Father and is therefore subordinate to the Father, but the Son is also 
God. Arianism was opposed to the prevailing theological views held by proto-orthodox
Christians, regarding the nature of the Trinity and the nature of Christ.  

Arminianism. Ar-min-i-an-ism. A teaching regarding salvation associated with the Dutch 
theologian Jacob Arminius (1560-1609). Arminianism rejects predestination, and affirms 
the freedom of the human will. Five articles of Remonstrance were published by his 
followers in 1610 and resulted in the national Synod of Dort (1618-1619) where 
Arminianism was condemned by the State church. Arminian theology later received 
official toleration by the State and has since continued in various forms within 
Protestantism. 

Artoklasia (Artoclasia). Ar-to-k-las-ia. Artoklasia (breaking of the bread) is a prayer 
service held at the end of Vespers, Orthros, or Lity (Litiya) where five loaves of bread are 
offered by individual faithful as a sign of devotion for personal or family anniversaries. 
The five loaves are reminiscent of the five loaves that Jesus Christ blessed in the desert 
and by which five thousand of His hearers were fed. 
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Augustinian Canons. Au-gus-tin-i-an. Priests living in community under the Rule of St. 
Augustine and sharing their property in common. Distinct from monks, who live a 
cloistered, contemplative life and sometimes engage in ministry to those from outside the 
monastery, the purpose of the life of a canon is to engage in public ministry of liturgy and 
sacraments for those who visit their churches. Historically the monastic life was by its 
nature lay, whereas canonical life was essentially clerical. By the 13th century, there was 
universal adherence to the Rule of St. Augustine. 

Augustinianism. Au-gus-tin-i-an-ism. The system of theology based on the teachings of St. 
Augustine (AD 354–430), one of the Nicene church fathers. Augustinianism holds that due 
to the corruption of human nature in the Fall, one's will is not free. We are a slave to sin 
and must be delivered from this dreadful state by the intervention of God. 
Augustinianism was revived during the Protestant Reformation by reformers like Martin 
Luther and John Calvin. 

-B- 

Belfry. Bel-fry. A bell tower or steeple housing bells, especially one that is part of a 
church. 

Bright (renewal) Week. It begins on Easter Sunday and ends on Saturday. It is the start 
of celebration that continues for fifty days until Pentecost. The faithful greet each other 
with the salutation of Christ is risen, followed by the response indeed He is risen or truly 
He is risen. The services of Bright Week have the Royal Doors fully open. Bright week is 
considered to be one continuous day and fasting is completely prohibited to all Orthodox 
during the week. 

Bull Unam Sanctam. U-n-a-m Sanc-tum. In c. 1302, Pope Boniface VIII issued one of the 
most extreme statements of Papal spiritual supremacy ever made. The Bull laid down 
dogmatic propositions on the unity of the Catholic Church, the necessity of belonging to it 
for eternal salvation, the position of the pope as supreme head of the Church, and the 
duty thence arising of submission to the pope in order to belong to the Church and thus 
to attain salvation.  

-C- 

Calvinism. Cal-vin-ism. The Protestant theological system of John Calvin (16th century) 
and his successors, which develops Luther's doctrine of justification by faith alone and 
emphasizes the grace of God and the doctrine of predestination. It adheres to a very high 
view of scripture and seeks to derive its theological formulations based solely on God's 
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word. It also maintains that the Bible teaches that God, by His sovereign grace, 
predestines people into salvation; that Jesus died only for those predestined; that God 
regenerates the individual to where he is then able to and wants to choose God; and that 
it is impossible for those who are redeemed to lose their salvation. 

Canon 6 of Nicaea (c. 325). Two different interpretations of this canon eventually led to 
the Great East-West Schism of 1054. 

Canticle. Can-ti-cle. l. The Biblical canticles (also called Odes) are nine hymns that are 
taken directly from Scripture. They are chanted at Matins and form the basis of the canon, 
a major component of Matins.  

Carolingian’s Sacred Kingship. Car·o·lin·gi·an. An era of the 8th & 9th century C.E. in 
which earthly kingship was a mirror of heavenly kingship, and vice versa. It was a society 
of the medieval world that was hierarchical and fit God into the social hierarchy. The 
Holy Roman Emperor was subject to the Emperor of heaven. He represented Christ on 
earth.  

Catacombs. Cat-a-combs. Human-made subterranean passageways for religious practice 
and as a burial place. The first place to be referred to as catacombs was the system of 
underground tombs between the 2nd and 3rd milestones of the Appian Way in 
Rome, where the bodies of the apostles Peter and Paul, among others, were said to 
have been buried.  

Catharism Heresy. Cath-ar-ism. A Christian dualist movement that thrived in some areas 
of Southern Europe, particularly northern Italy and southern France, between the 12th and 
14th centuries. Two Gods, one being good and the other evil, was central to Cathar 
beliefs. The good God was the God of the New Testament and the creator of the spiritual 
realm. The evil Old Testament God was Satan, the creator of the physical world. Similar 
heresies during this era were the Waldensian and the Bogomilism.  

Catholicos. Ca-thol-i-cos. A title used for the head of certain churches in some Eastern 
Christian traditions. The Church of the East, some Oriental Orthodox, Eastern Orthodox
churches, and some Eastern Catholic Churches historically use this title. In the Church of 
the East, the title was given to the church's head, the Patriarch of the Church of the East. 

Chalcedonian Definition. Chal-ce-do-ni-an. The Chalcedonian Definition (Creed) was 
adopted at the Council of Chalcedon in A.D. 451. Chalcedon was an early centre of 
Christianity located in Asia Minor (modern Turkey). The Council was the fourth of the 
Ecumenical Councils that are accepted by Chalcedonian churches which include the Eastern 
Orthodox Catholic. Definition defines that Christ is 'acknowledged in two natures', which 
'come together into one person and one hypostasis'. It ended the Eutychian (Eu-tych-i-an) 
controversy. Human nature of Christ was overcome by the divine. 
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Christian Fundamentalism. American fundamentalist beliefs originated from the Niagara 
Bible Conference and the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 1910, which 
became known as the five fundamentals: Biblical inspiration and the infallibility of scripture
, virgin birth of Jesus, Christ's death was the atonement for sin, bodily resurrection of Jesus
and the reality of the miracles of Jesus. 

Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Also called the Church of the Resurrection or Church of 
the Anastasis (by Orthodox Christians) is located in the Christian Quarter of the Old City
of Jerusalem. The church contains, according to traditions, the two holiest sites in 
Christianity: the Calvary site where Jesus was crucified and Jesus's empty tomb, where 
he is said to have been buried and resurrected. The tomb is enclosed by the 18th-century 
shrine, called the Aedicule. 

Ciborium. Ci·bo·ri·um. A canopy or covering supported by columns, freestanding in the 
sanctuary that stands over and covers the altar in a basilica or other church. It may also be 
known by the more general term of baldachin.  

Circumcision Made Without Hands. Cir-cum-ci-sion. The circumcision of Jesus was the 
occasion of the first shedding of His precious blood. St. Paul proclaimed: In him also you 
were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of 
flesh in the circumcision of Christ; and you were buried with Him in baptism, in which 
you were also raised with Him through faith in the working of God who raised him from 
the dead (Colossians 2:11-12). 

Clean Monday. Pure Monday, Ash Monday, Monday of Lent or Green Monday, is the 
first day of Great Lent throughout Eastern Christianity and is a moveable feast, falling on the 
7th Monday before Pascha. It is considered to be one of the most important feasts for the 
Eastern Greek Orthodox Church, which is called “Sarakosti”. 

Cluniac Movement (Reforms). Clu-ny. Also called Benedictine Reforms, they were a 
series of changes within medieval monasticism of the Western Church focused on 
restoring the traditional monastic life, encouraging art, and caring for the poor. The 
movement began within the Benedictine order at Cluny, 910 by William I, Duke of 
Aquitaine. During its height (c. 950–c.1130), the Cluniac movement was one of the largest 
religious forces in Europe.  

Codex Barberini. Bar-ber-in-i. A Greek uncial manuscript of the New Testament, dated to 
the 8th century. It contains part of the Gospel of John (16:3-19:41). Barberini is the oldest 
and the most famous manuscript containing the Byzantine Euchologion. It has the 
Trisagion Prayer in the St Basil Liturgy. 

Conciliarism. Con-cil-i-a-rism. A reform movement in the 14th-, 15th- and 16th-century 
Catholic Church which held that supreme authority in the Church resided with an 
ecumenical council not the Pope. 
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Concomitance. Con·com·i·tance. The doctrine that the body and blood of Christ are each 
present in both the bread and the wine of the Eucharist.

Concordat of Worms. In c. 1122 an agreement reached by Pope Calixtus II and Holy 
Roman Emperor Henry V put an end to the struggle over investiture (installation of 
bishops and abbots). The compromise between spiritual and temporal power that this 
concordat achieved remained the basis of subsequent relations between Holy Roman 
Emperors and the Pope. 

Concubinage. Con-cu-bi-nage. An interpersonal relationship in which a person 
engages in an ongoing sexual relationship with another person to whom they are not or 
cannot be married to the full extent of the local meaning of marriage. The inability to 
marry may be due to religious prohibitions. 

Congregationalism. Con-gre-ga-tion-al-ism. A system of organization among Christian 
churches beginning in the 17th century whereby individual local churches are largely self-
governing. 

Consummate (perfect) Prayer. Con-sum-mate.  Eucharist thanksgiving prayer. The 
entire oblation, anaphora is a thanksgiving prayer. 

Contrition (attrition). Con-tri-tion. Sorrow for and detestation of sin with a true purpose 
of amendment, arising from a love of God for His own perfections or from some inferior 
motive, as fear of divine punishment. 

Coptic. Cop-tic. Means “Egyptian,” and Christians living in Egypt identify themselves as 
Coptic Christians. As a denomination they originated in the city of Alexandria, one of the 
most faithful, respected, and fruitful cities during the Apostolic Period. 

Coptic Monasticism. Cop-tic. Native Egyptians in the 4th century AD are claimed to be 
the original form of Monasticism of bishops and abbots as Saint Pachomius the Cenobite, a 
Copt from Upper Egypt. He established the first communal living in the Monastery of Saint 
Anthony in the Red Sea area. St. Anthony's Monastery is now the oldest monastery in the 
world. Christian Monasticism was born in Egypt and was instrumental in the formation of 
the Coptic Orthodox Church. 

Council of Constance. An ecumenical council recognized by the Roman Catholic Church, 
held from c. 1414 to 1418. The council ended the Great East-West Schism, by deposing or 
accepting the resignation of the remaining papal claimants and electing Pope Martin V. 

Counter-Reformation (Catholic Reformation, Catholic Revival). The period of Catholic 
resurgence initiated in response to the Protestant Reformation, beginning with the 
Council of Trent (c. 1545–1563) and ending at the close of the Thirty Years' War (1648). 
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Its efforts aimed at reactionary defense of Catholic sacramental practice, ecclesiastical 
reconfiguration, religious orders, spiritual and political movements. 

-D- 

Deanery. Dean-er-y. A specified administrative district, within the boundaries of a 
Diocese, usually encompassing parishes in a defined geographical area, and established 
by the Diocesan Bishop in consultation with the Diocesan Council. 

Deism. De-ism. An intellectual movement of the 17th and 18th centuries that accepted the 
existence of a creator on the basis of reason but rejected belief in a supernatural deity 
who interacts with humankind. 

Diaconate. Di-ac-o-nate: The office or period of office of a deacon or deaconess. An 
official body of deacons. 

Diaconicon. Di-a-con-i-con. A chamber on the south side of the central apse of the church, 
where the vestments, books, etc., that are used in the Divine Services of the church are 
kept. 

Diaspora. Di-as-po-ra. Those areas of the world where Orthodox Christians live, but are 
outside the canonically defined territories agreed upon as belonging to an autonomous
Orthodox church.  

Didache. Di-dach-e. The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles, is a brief anonymous early 
Christian treatise, dated by most modern scholars to the first century. 

Donation of Constantine. The best-known and most important forgery of the Middle Ages. 
The document purported that the Roman emperor Constantine the Great bestowed vast 
territory and power on Pope Sylvester I (reigned c. 314–335) and his successors. Based on 
legends that date back to the 5th century, the Donation was composed by an unknown 
writer in the 8th century. Although it had only limited impact at the time of its 
compilation, it had great influence on political and religious affairs in medieval Europe 
until it was demonstrated to be a forgery by Lorenzo Valla in the 15th century. 

Donatism. Don-a-tism. A controversy that arose within the Orthodox Church during the 
early fourth century. It resulted in a schism that later was condemned as a heresy. The 
controversy was largely an issue with actions of an ascetic, extremist sect in the western 
Church, confined mostly to the Roman province of Africa. It was centered on a single 
issue of how should those who lapsed during the persecutions be accepted back into the 
Church, especially lapsed clergy.  
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Doxology. Dox-ol-o-gy. A short verse or hymn praising God. 

Dynamis. Dy-nam-is. During the Thrice Holy Hymn in the Byzantine tradition, the priest 
directs the choir to sing the final stanza slower and louder for more emphasis. The Greek 
word means power or force. 

-E- 

Eileton. Ei-le-ton. A silk cloth slightly larger than the antimension that is folded around it 
at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, and which is left on the altar table. Different 
commentators have said that it represents the burial cloth around Jesus' head, the 
resurrection, or the infant Jesus' swaddling clothes.  

English Benedictine Reform. A Monastic Reform of the English church in the late tenth 
and eleventh century c.e. It was a religious and intellectual movement in the later Anglo-
Saxon period. Almost all monasteries were staffed by secular clergy, who were often 
married. The reformers sought to replace them with celibate contemplative monks 
following the Rule of Saint Benedict. It is often referred to as St. Dunstan’s Reforms. Also, 
in France, Abbey Cluny’s Monastic Benedictine Reforms spread throughout Europe.   

 Evangelism. E-van-ge-lism. The spreading of the Christian gospel by public preaching or 
personal witness. 

-F- 

Feasts (Great) of the Orthodox Churches of North America. Pascha (Easter) is the 
greatest of the feasts and it stands alone. In addition there are twelve more - eight great 
feasts in honor of Jesus Christ, and four great feasts honoring the Virgin Mary 
(Theotokos). The revised Julian Calendar is used and the ecclesiastical year begins on 
September 1st for Antiochian.  

1. The Nativity of the Theotokos, 8 September 
2. The Exaltation of the Cross, 14 September 
3. The Presentation of the Theotokos, 21 November 
4. The Nativity of Christ/Christmas, 25 December 
5. The Baptism of Christ — Theophany, also called Epiphany, 6 January 
6. The Presentation of Jesus at the Temple, 2 February 
7. The Annunciation, 25 March for Antiochian and moveable for Greek Orthodoxy 
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8. Great Lent (last week of Lent) & Holy Week (Palm Sunday to Sat. before Easter)                                               

Pascha (Easter) 

9. Forty Days after Pascha (Easter) — the Ascension of Christ 
10. Fifty Days after Pascha (Easter) — Pentecost
11. The Transfiguration, 6 August 
12. The Dormition (Falling Asleep) of the Theotokos, 15 August 

Febronianism. Feb-ron-i-an-ism. A powerful movement within the Roman Catholic 
Church in Germany, in the latter part of the 18th century, directed towards the 
nationalizing of Catholicism, the restriction of the power of the papacy in favor of that of 
the episcopate, and the reunion of the dissident churches with Catholic Christendom. A 
similar movement (Josephism), regarding the Catholic Church, was  by the Holy Roman 
Emperor, Joseph II who virulently opposed to what he called "contemplative" religious 
institutions—reclusive institutions that were seen as doing nothing positive for the community.

Fervent Supplication. Fur'-vent. Petitions that are specifically for people who, either 
directly or indirectly, are involved in the local church community. 

Final Conflagration. Con-fla-gra-tion. The fiery apocalyptic transformation, accepted by 
the Fathers, of the Old Heaven and Old Earth into the New Heaven and New Earth on 
the Last Day, immediately preceding the General Resurrection and General Judgment. 

Forgiveness Sunday. Also called Cheesefare Sunday, is the final day of pre-Lent. It is the 
Sunday after Meatfare Sunday and the Sunday before the Sunday of Orthodoxy (the 
celebration of the victory of the iconodules over the iconoclasts by the decision of the 
Seventh Ecumenical Council). It is celebrated on the first Sunday of Great Lent.   

-G- 

Gallicanism. Gal-li-can-ism. A movement originating among the French Roman Catholic 
clergy in the 17th century that favored the restriction of papal control and the 
achievement by each nation of individual administrative autonomy. 

Gethsemane. Geth-sem-a-ne. A garden at the foot of the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem, most 
famous as the place where Jesus prayed and his disciples slept the night before his 
crucifixion. Also, where the Virgin Mary was buried and was assumed into heaven after her 
dormition on Mount Zion.  

Glossolalia. Glos-so-la-li-a. The phenomenon of speaking in tongues (an unknown 
language), especially in religious worship. It is practiced especially by Pentecostal and 
charismatic Christians. 
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Gnosiology (Gnoseology).  G-nos-i-ol-ogy. A term of 18th century aesthetics, is "the 
philosophy of knowledge and cognition". The term is currently used mainly in regard to 
Eastern Christianity. 

Golgotha. Gol-go-tha. The place where Christ was crucified just outside the walls of old 
Jerusalem. Also the name given to the representation of the crucified Jesus in the form of 
an icon.  

Gratian’s Decretum. De-cre-tum. A collection of nearly 3,800 texts touching on all areas 
of church discipline and regulation compiled by the Benedictine monk Gratian about c. 
1140. For centuries the Decretum was the text on which the teaching of canon law in the 
schools was based.  

Great entrance. The bread and wine to be offered are carried from the Table of oblation, 
located at the north side of the sanctuary (sometimes occupying its own apse), out the 
North Door and back through the Holy Doors to be placed on the altar. 

Great Lent. The 40-day season of spiritual preparation that comes before the most 
important Feast of the Christian year, Holy Pascha (Easter). Great Lent ends on Friday 
of the fifth week (the day before Lazarus Saturday).  

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. Its headquarters are located in the City of New 
York, is an Eparchy of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. The see of 
Byzantium, whose foundation was later ascribed to Andrew the Apostle, was originally a 
common bishopric. It gained importance when Emperor Constantine elevated Byzantium 
to a second capital alongside Rome and named it Constantinople.  The Greek Orthodox 
Church is one of the five ancient Patriarchates of the Christian Church, along with 
Antioch, Alexandria, Jerusalem, and Rome.  

Great (first) Awakening.  An evangelical and revitalization movement that swept 
Protestant Europe and the American colonies, in the 18th century, leaving a permanent 
impact on American Protestantism. It preached a sense of deep personal revelation of the 
need for salvation by Jesus Christ. It pulled away from ritual, ceremony, sacramentalism, 
and hierarchy, and made Christianity intensely personal to the average person by 
fostering spiritual conviction and redemption, and by encouraging a commitment to a 
new standard of personal morality. 

Great (second) Awakening. A half a century after the first Great Awakening, the second 
reflected Romanticism characterized by enthusiasm, emotion, and an appeal to the super-
natural. It rejected the skepticism, deism, and rationalism left over from the 
Enlightenment.  

Great (third) Awakening. A religious activism in American history that spans the 19th to 
the early 20th century. It affected pietistic Protestant denominations and had a strong 
element of social activism. It was affiliated with the Social Gospel Movement, which 
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applied Christianity to social issues and gained its force from the Awakening, as did the 
worldwide missionary movement.  

Great 1054 Schism. The Schism of 1054 (The East–West Schism), also called the Great 
Schism, was the break of communion between what are now the Eastern Orthodox and 
Roman Catholic churches, which has lasted since the 11th century. 

Great 1378 Schism. In c. 1378 two popes, and later three popes, vied for supremacy, the 
medieval church entered a dramatic, forty-year crisis of authority. 

-H- 

Hellenistic. Hel-len-is-tic. Characteristic of or relating to Greek civilization in the 
Mediterranean world, from the death of Alexander the Great (323 B.C.) to the defeat of 
Antony and Cleopatra (30 B.C.). Greek culture spread throughout and influenced 
Southwest Asia and the Eastern Mediterranean regions. 

Holy Doors. Royal Doors, are the imperial entrance into the nave and the central doors of 
the iconostasis directly in front of the altar in an Orthodox church. 

Holy Fire (Holy Light). A miracle that occurs every year at the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre in Jerusalem on Holy Saturday, the day preceding Pascha. A blue light emanates 
within Jesus Christ's tomb (usually rising from the marble slab covering the stone bed 
believed to be that upon which Jesus' body was placed for burial) now in the Holy 
Sepulchre, which eventually forms a column containing a form of fire, from which 
candles are lit. It is considered by many to be the longest-attested annual miracle in the 
Christian world, which has been documented consecutively since c. 1106.   

Holy Hierarchs. H i-er-archs. Our fathers among the saints Basil the Great, Gregory the 
Theologian and John Chrysostom are known as the Three Holy Hierarchs for their 
leadership of the Church. Their shared feast day is celebrated on January 30.  

Holy Week (Great Week). The week just before Easter. In the West, it is also the last 
week of Lent, and includes Palm Sunday, Holy Wednesday, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, 
and Holy Saturday. It does not include Easter Sunday. 

Homily. Hom-i-ly. A Sermon (commentary) that follows a reading of scripture. 

Homoiousian. Ho-moi-ou-si-an. A fourth-century Arian controversy which was that God 
the Father and God the Son are of like but not identical substance. 

Hosanna. Ho-san-na. A Greek word from Hebrew that means “please save us” and is 
used in praise and supplication. “Hosanna in the Highest” is chanted on Palm Sunday, 
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the start of what is often called “Passion Week,” the final seven days of Jesus' earthly 
ministry. It is a remembrance when people chanted these words and waved palm 
branches as the Lord entered Jerusalem on a donkey. 

Humanism. Hu-man-ism. The worldview in which humankind is the measure of all 
things. This is the opposite of the Christian worldview, in which God is the measure of all 
things, as revealed in Scripture, the Fathers, the sacramental Mysteries, the Liturgy and 
the lives of the Saints. 

-I- 

Iconodule ( iconophile). Icon-o-dule. One who supports or is in favor of using religious 
images, specifically icons. 

IC XC NIKA. Abbreviations (in both Greek and Slavonic) for the name Jesus Christ. 
NIKA is a Greek verb that means “conquers.” 

Idiomelon. Idio-melon. A type of sticheron (hymn) found in the liturgical books used in 
the Eastern Orthodox Church which follow the Byzantine Rite. 

Immanence. Im-ma-nence. The divine encompasses or is manifested in the material 
world. The transcendent God, who cannot be approached or seen in essence or being, 
becomes immanent primarily in Jesus Christ, who is the incarnate Second Person of the 
Trinity. In Byzantine Rite theology, the immanence of God is expressed as the hypostases 
or energies of God, who in his essence is incomprehensible and transcendent. In Catholic 
theology, Christ and the Holy Spirit immanently reveal themselves; God the Father only 
reveals himself immanently through the Son and Spirit. Orthodox theology considers God 
the Father both immanence and transcendent. 

Indiction. In-dic-tion.  The beginning of the orthodox ecclesiastical church year. It is also 
the Feast of the Circumcision of Christ and it is celebrated on September 1st. 

Irenic. I-ren-ic. A part of Christian theology concerned with reconciling different 
denominations and sects. 

-J- 

Jansenism. Jan-sen-ism. A Christian movement of the 17th and 18th centuries, based on 
Bishop Jansen's writings and characterized by moral rigor and asceticism. 
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Jesuits. Jes-u-its. A member of the Society of Jesus, a Roman Catholic order of priests 
founded by St. Ignatius Loyola, St. Francis Xavier, and others in c. 1534, to do missionary 
work. The order was zealous in opposing the Reformation. Despite periodic persecution it 
has retained an important influence in Catholic thought and education. The society is 
engaged in evangelization and apostolic ministry in 112 nations on six continents. 

-K- 

Kenosis. Ke-no-sis. The doctrine that Christ relinquished His divine attributes so as to 
experience human suffering.  Kenosis is not only a Christological issue in Orthodox 
theology, it has moreover to do with Pneumatology, namely to do with the Holy Spirit. 

Kollyva. Koliva. Ko-liv-a. An offering of boiled wheat that is blessed liturgically in 
connection with the Memorial Services in Church for the benefit of one's departed, 
thereby offering unto God, a sacrifice of propitiation (atonement) for the dead person. 

Kyrie eleison. Kyr-i-e e-lei-son. Greek words for “Lord have mercy”. This brief petition is 
used in various offices of the Orthodox Churches. 

-L- 

Lausanne Covenant. In 1974 at Lausanne, Switzerland an international Congress on 
World Evangelization affirmed that both the Old and New Testament Scriptures in their 
entirely as the only written Word of God without error in all that it affirms, and the only 
infallible rule of faith and practice.Lavabo. La-va-bo. A device used to provide water for 
the washing of hands. It consists normally of a ewer or container of some kind to pour 
water, and a bowl to catch the water as it falls off the hands. 

Lazarus Saturday:  The day which begins Holy Week.  It commemorates the raising of 
our Lord's friend Lazarus, who had been in the tomb four days.  This act confirmed the 
universal resurrection from the dead that all of us will experience at our Lord's Second 
Coming. 

Lex credenda and the Lex orandi. The rule of faith and the rule of prayer. 

Litany. Lit-an-y. A series of petitions for use in church services or processions, usually 
recited by the clergy and responded to in a recurring formula by the people. The Great 
Litany is called for its importance, coming near the beginning of major services such as 
the Divine Liturgy, Matins, Vespers, Baptism, Great Blessing of Waters, etc. The Small 
Litany is a shortened form of the Great Litany, consisting in only three petitions. The 
Augmented Litany is the Litany of Fervent Supplication. 
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Liturgy of St. Gregory. One of the liturgies authorized for use by the Antiochian Western 
Rite Vicariate (1961) and the Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia Western Rite 
Vicariate. The basis of the liturgy is the Tridentine (Latin) Mass. The Liturgy of St. 
Gregory has also been authorized for use by the Polish Orthodox Church, the 
Patriarchate of Moscow, and the Alexandrian Patriarchate.  

Little entrance. The procession of the clergy to the altar led by the Book of the Gospels. It 
sometimes called the "Small" or "First" Entrance.  

Litya (Lity). Li-tya. A  festive religious procession, followed by intercessions, which 
augments great vespers (or great compline) in the Eastern Orthodox and Byzantine 
Catholic churches on important feast days. Litya includes hymns and prayers that are 
prescribed for all of the great feasts and most major feasts as well as all Sundays. 

-M- 

Magi. Ma-gi. The Three Wise Men or Three Kings are in the Gospel of Matthew and 
Christian tradition. A group of distinguished foreigners who visited Jesus after his birth, 
bearing gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. They are regular figures in traditional 
accounts of the nativity celebrations of Christmas and are an important part of Christian 
tradition. 

Magisterium. Mag-is-te-ri-um. In the 13 century, the Catholic Church said that it had the 
authority to establish its own authentic teachings. The authority was vested uniquely in 
the pope and the bishops, under the premise that they were in communion with the 
correct and true teachings of the faith.  

Manichaeism. Man-i-chae-ism. A dualistic philosophy dividing the world between good 
and evil principles or regarding matter as intrinsically evil and mind as intrinsically good.

Marcionism. Mar-cion-ism. A dualist belief system that originated in Rome from the 
teachings of Marcion of Sinope around the year c. 144. Marcion affirmed Jesus Christ as 
the savior sent by God and Paul as his chief apostle, but he rejected the Hebrew Bible and 
Yahweh. Marcionism anticipated the more consistent dualism of Manichaeism (struggle 
between a good, spiritual world of light, and an evil, material world of darkness). 

Marian Apparitions. Mar-ian. The Orthodox Church has no official position on Lourdes, 
Fatima or Medjugorje Apparitions. These events associated with devotion to the Mother 
of God are within the jurisdiction of the Roman Catholic Church. Miraculous Icons and 
other issues of Marian (in the East, "Theotokological") devotion come under the same 
rules as does the veneration of Saints. The Orthodox Church has a great veneration for 
the Most Holy Mother of God that is both beautiful and rooted solidly in the theology of 
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the Incarnation and liturgical prayer. There are more than one thousand miraculous 
Icons of the Mother of God that are venerated both universally and locally. 

Maundy. Maund-y. The ceremony of washing the feet of the poor, especially 
commemorating Jesus' washing of His disciples' feet on Maundy (Holy) Thursday (the 
Thursday before Easter). The day when Jesus celebrated his final Passover with His 
disciples and commanded them to love one another just as He has loved them. 

Menaion. Me-na-ion. The liturgical book used by the Eastern Orthodox Church 
containing the propers (saints or particular events) for fixed dates of the calendar year, 
i.e. entities not dependent of the date of Easter. It is the largest volume of the propers for 
the Byzantine Rite and is used at nearly all the daily services. 

Mendicants. Men-di-cants. Members of religious orders whose members are forbidden to 
own property individually or in common and must work or beg for their livings. 

Messalianism. Mes-sa-lian-ism. A heresy that originated in Mesopotamia in the 4th

century. The Messalians rejected the sacraments including baptism, and declared that the 
only spiritual power was constant prayer that led to possession by the Holy Spirit and 
communication with God. 

Methodism (Methodist movement). Meth-od-ism. Denominations of Protestants which 
derived their inspiration from the life and teachings of John Wesley. Charles Wesley and 
George Whitefield. It originated in the 18th century Church of England and became a 
separate denomination after Wesley's death. The movement spread throughout the 
British Empire, the United States, and beyond because of vigorous missionary work.  
Today there are over 80 million Methodists. Their doctrines include an assurance of 
salvation, imparted righteousness, perfection in love, works of piety, and the primacy of 
Scripture. 

Miaphysitism (Henophysitism). Mi-a-phys-it-ism. In the 5th & 6th centuries It held that in 
the person of Jesus Christ, Divine nature and Human nature are united in a compound 
nature, the two being united without separation, without mixture, without confusion, and 
without alteration.  

Monarchianism (Monarchism). Mo-nar-chi-an-ism. A heretical theological movement 
that arose within the second and third century Church. It consists of a set of beliefs that 
emphasize God as being one, that God is the single and only ruler. This emphasis 
conflicted with the doctrine of the Trinity, of God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

Montanism. Mon-ta-nism. The New Prophecy and an early Christian movement of the 
late 2nd century, later referred to by the name of its founder, Montanus. The movement 
held the basic tenets of Christian doctrine of the wider Church, although believing in new 
revelations and ecstasies. The Bishop of Rome ultimately condemned the movement as 
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heretical and excommunicated its adherents. It was a prophetic movement that called for 
a reliance on the spontaneity of the Holy Spirit and a more conservative personal ethic.  

Mortalium animos (The minds of mortals). A papal encyclical promulgated in 1928 by 
Pope Pius XI on the subject of religious unity, condemning certain presumptions of the 
early ecumenical movement and confirming that the unique Church founded by Jesus 
Christ is the Catholic Church. 

Mount Tabor. Ta–bor. A mountain strategically located on the main north-south ancient 
road, and for most Christians it is a Holy mountain - "the mount of Transfiguration."  

Mystagogy. Mys-ta-go-gy. ("Interpretation of mystery"). A post-baptismal catechesis 
centered on the explanation of the Eucharist and which may extend throughout the 
Easter season. 

-N- 

Neoplatonism. Ne·o·pla·to·nism. A philosophical system, originated in the 3rd century 
A.D. by Plotinus, founded chiefly on Platonic doctrine and Eastern mysticism, with later 
influences from Christianity. It holds that all existence consists of emanations from the 
One with whom the soul may be reunited.  

New Sunday. First Sunday after Pascha. 

New Time. 'Growth unto life in Jesus Christ', referring in particular to the concept of the 
liturgical Eighth Day (outside of time; the Lords day). 

Nicene Creed. Ni-cene. It was formulated at the Councils of Nicaea in 325 A.D. and of 
Constantinople in 381 A.D. (1st and 2nd Ecumenical Councils), has been recognized since 
then as the authoritative expression of the fundamental beliefs of the Orthodox Church. 

Nocturne. Noc-turne. It is the midnight service of the Church. In monasteries it usually 
begins the all-night vigil of the monks. 

Novena. No-ve-na. An ancient tradition of devotional praying in Christianity, consisting 
of private or public prayers repeated for nine successive days or weeks. Novenas are most 
often prayed by members of the Roman Catholic Church, the Anglican Church, Eastern 
Orthodox Church and Lutheran Church. 

-O- 
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Old Believers (Old Ritualists). Russian Orthodox Christians who maintain the liturgical 
and ritual practices of the Russian Orthodox Church as they existed prior to the reforms 
of Patriarch Nikon of Moscow between 1652 and 1666. Resisting the accommodation of 
Russian piety to the contemporary forms of Greek Orthodox worship, these Christians 
were anathematized, together with their ritual, in a Synod of 1666-1667, producing a 
division in Russia between the Old Believers and those who followed the state church in 
its condemnation of the Old Rite. 

Ontological. On-to-log-i-cal. Relating to the branch of metaphysics dealing with the 
nature of being. 

Orans (Orante). A posture usually standing, with the elbows close to the sides of the body 
and with the hands outstretched sideways, palms up. It was common in early Christianity 
and can frequently be seen in early Christian art. In modern times, the Orans position is 
still preserved within parts of the Orthodox liturgies and the ascetical practices of some 
religious groups. 

Ordo. Or-do (Diataxis). Collection of rules and prescriptions which regulate the Church’s 
worship and liturgical practices and which are set forth in the Typicon and other books of 
rites and ceremonies.  

-P- 

Panegyric. Pan-e-gyr-ic. A lofty oration or writing in praise of a person or thing; eulogy. 

Pantheism. Pan·the·ism. A doctrine that identifies God with the universe, or regards the 
universe and human beings as a manifestation of God. 

Paraclesis. Par-ac-le-sis. A service of supplication (asking) specifically for the living (as 
opposed to a Memorial Service, which is for the departed).  It is addressed to a specific 
Saint or to the Most Holy Theotokos whose intercessions are sought through the chanting 
of the supplicatory canon together with psalms, hymns, and litanies. 

Parousia. Par-ou-si-a. The second coming of Jesus Christ. Psalmody.  

Patarene and Catharist Movements. The Patarene (11th & 12th centuries C.E.) were 
viewed as heretical. They were an impetus for a large number of religious-reform 
movements that arose during the decline of the feudal system. In the 13th century the 
name was appropriated by the Cathari. They believed that matter was evil and man was 
an alien and a sojourner in an evil world. Man’s aim must be to free his spirit and restore 
it to communion with God. They attracted many adherents and their heresy occasioned 
the founding of the inquisition. The Cathar doctrines struck at the roots of orthodox 
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Christianity and of the political institutions of Christendom. The authorities of church 
and state united to attack and defeat them by the Albigensian Crusade. 

Pelagianism. Pe-la-gi-an-ism. A belief in the 5th century A.D. that original sin did not taint 
human nature and that mortal will is still capable of choosing good or evil without special 
divine aid and that human beings can earn salvation by their own efforts.  

Pentarchy. Pen-tar-chy. Five major centers of early Christianity, founded by the apostles. 
The ancient patriarchates of the undivided Church of the first millennium of her history 
included the Churches of Rome, Constantinople, Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerusalem.  

Pentateuchal. Pen·ta·teuch·al. Relating to or contained in the first five books (Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy) of the Old Testament. 

Pentecostalism. Pen-te-cos-tal-ism. Various Christian groups, usually fundamentalist, 
that emphasize the activity of the Holy Spirit, stress holiness of living, and express their 
religious feelings uninhibitedly, as by speaking in tongues. It emerged in the early 20th 
century 

Petrine. Pe-trine. Relating to St. Peter or his writings or teachings. 

Phelonion. Phe-lo-ni-on. A liturgical vestment worn by a priest over his other vestments. 
The front is largely cut away (from about the waist down) to facilitate the priest's 
movements. 

Philokalia. Phil-o-kal-i-a. In ancient Greek means "love of the beautiful, the good." It is a 
collection of texts written between the 4th and 15th centuries by spiritual masters of the 
Eastern Orthodox hesychast tradition.  

Phyletism (Ethnophyletism). Phy-let-ism. An ecclesiological heresy which says that the 
Church can be territorially organized on an ethnic, racial, or cultural basis so that within 
a given geographic territory, there can exist several Church jurisdictions, directing their 
pastoral care only to the members of specific ethnic groups. A Church council in 1872 
officially defined and condemned this heresy. 

Pietism. Pi-e-tism. A 17th-century movement for the revival of piety in the Lutheran 
Church. 

Pilgrims and Puritans. Groups of English Reformed Protestants in the 16th and 17th 
centuries with similar religious views but Puritans wanted reforms from within and 
Pilgrims wanted separation from the Church of England.   

Piscina (thalassidion). Pis-ci-na.  A sink that drains into an honorable place where liquids 
such as the water used to wash holy things may be poured, and where the clergy may 
wash their hands before serving the Divine Liturgy. 
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Prayer rope. A loop made up of complex knots, usually out of wool or silk. These prayer 
beads are part of the habit of Eastern Orthodox and Greek-Catholic monks and nuns and 
is employed by monastics and others to count the number of times one has prayed the 
Jesus Prayer or, occasionally, other prayers similar to those said on the rosary. The 
prayer rope was formed by St. Pachomius in the 4th century. From there the rosary 
developed as early as the eighth century. In the thirteenth century, Roman Catholics 
started using it in the West. The rosary was originally an Orthodox form of prayer that 
was later adopted by the Roman Catholics. It has since fallen out of common practice in 
the Orthodox Church.  

Primordial. Pri-mor-di-al. Existing at or from the beginning of time; primeval. Scriptural 
expressions for sin all presuppose a primordial rightness and goodness. 

Prior. Pri-or. The superior ranking next to the abbot of a monastery or the superior of a 
house or group of houses of any of various religious communities. 

Proselytism. Pros-e-ly-tism. The act of attempting to convert people to another religion, 
belief or opinion. 

Prothesis. Proth·e·sis. Pros·the·sis (less common).The action of placing the Eucharistic 
elements on the credence table. 

Psalmody. Psal-mo-dy. The singing of psalms or similar sacred canticles, especially in 
public worship. 

Psalter. Psal-ter. A volume containing the Book of Psalms, often with other devotional 
material bound in as well, such as a liturgical calendar and litany of the Saints. 

Purgatory. Pur-ga-to-ry. In Roman Catholic theology it is an intermediate state after 
physical death in which some of those ultimately destined for heaven must first undergo 
purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter heaven, holding that certain 
offenses can be forgiven in this age, but certain others in the age to come. Many 
Protestant and Eastern Orthodox churches do not use the same terminology. The 
Protestants do not accept purgatory on the basis of their own sola scriptura doctrine, 
combined with their exclusion of 2 Maccabees from the Protestant Canon of the Bible, 
and the Orthodox Churches consider Purgatory a non-essential doctrine. While the Eastern 
Orthodox Church rejects the term "purgatory", according to the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America, it acknowledges an intermediate state after death. It believes in the determination of 
Heaven and Hell as stated in the Bible and that prayer for the dead is necessary.  
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-Q- 

Quakers. Qua-kers. A Religious Society of Friends commonly known as Quakers who 
believe in the presence of God within each person and emphasize a personal commitment 
to God and humanitarian causes. They were founded in the mid-17th century in England 
by George Fox. The Society of Friends took its name from the New Testament gospel of 
John, which says, "You are my friends if you do whatever I command." (John 15:12-15). 
They became known as Quakers because the original Friends were mocked for 
"trembling with religious zeal." English reformer and Quaker, William Penn, came to 
America in 1682 and established Pennsylvania as a place where people could enjoy 
freedom of religion. He named the Providence in honor of his father. 

Quartodeciman Controversy. Quar-to-dec-i-man. Christians in the churches of Jerusalem
and Asia Minor celebrated Passover on the 14th of the first month (Aviv), while the 
churches in and around Rome changed to the practice of celebrating Easter on the 
following Sunday calling it "the day of the resurrection of our Savior". The difference 
was turned into an ecclesiastical controversy when synods of bishops which held to 
Apostolic tradition condemned the practice. 

-R- 

Radonitsa. Ra-don-its-a. (radovat’sia. Radunitsa, Radonica, or Radunica). A 
commemoration of the departed observed on the second Tuesday of Pascha or, in some 
places (in south-west Russia), on the second Monday of Pascha. 

Royal Hours. All of the Hours: 1st, 3rd, 6th, and 9th, as well as the Typical Psalms, are 
sung as one service on the eves of the Nativity of Christ, Theophany and on Holy Friday. 
It is characterized by psalms, hymns and special Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel 
Readings, relating to the particular Feast or events of the day. Historically, it was 
customary for the Byzantine emperor to be in attendance for the entire Service, hence the 
title Royal Hours.  

Rubrics. Ru-brics. Liturgical directions in service books, as well as in liturgical guides 
that focus exclusively on such instructions—the primary examples are the Akathist and 
the Typikon.  

-S- 

Sabaoth (Lord of Hosts). Sab-a-oth. Hebrew word tsebha'oth , meaning "hosts," 
"armies". For the Orthodox Christian the Sabaoth Day (Lord's Day) is the first day of 
the week (Sunday). The Orthodox Divine Liturgy is always done on the Lord’s Day which 
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is Sunday, the “day after Sabbath.”  This is symbolic of the first day of creation and the 
last day—or as it is called in Holy Tradition, the eighth day—of the Kingdom of God. 

Sacerdotium. Sac-er-do-ti-um. In the 13th century, christendom was thought to consist of 
two distinct groups of functionaries called the sacerdotium, or ecclesiastical hierarchy, 
and the imperium, or secular leaders. 

Sadducees and Pharisees. Sad-du-cees and Phar-i-sees. They comprised the ruling class of 
Israel during Jesus’s time. Jesus was in constant conflict with them and they conspired 
and united to put Christ to death. 

Saint Basil. Ba-sil. Greek Bishop and our father among the saints (ca. A.D. 330 -379) was 
bishop of Caesarea, a leading churchman in the 4th century. The Church considers him a 
saint and one of the Three Holy Hierarchs.  The Roman Catholic Church also considers 
him a saint and calls him a Doctor of the Church. The principal theological writing of 
Basil is his On the Holy Spirit, a lucid and edifying appeal to Scripture and early 
Christian tradition to prove the divinity of the Holy Spirit. 

Saint John Chrysostom. Chrys-os-tom. Greek patriarch and our father among the saints 
(ca. A.D. 347-407) was Archbishop of Constantinople, a notable Christian bishop and 
preacher from the 4th and 5th centuries in Syria and Constantinople. The Church 
considers him a saint and one of the Three Holy Hierarchs.  The Roman Catholic Church 
also considers him a saint and calls him a Doctor of the Church. He is famous for a Divine 
Liturgy attributed to him. After his death he was named Chrysostom, "golden-mouthed." 

Saint Francis of Assisi. Considered the greatest of the medieval saints (ca. A.D. 1181-
1226). Francis has a lasting resonance with millions of followers across the globe. He was 
canonized as a saint just two years after his death, by his former protector, Pope Gregory 
IX. Today, St. Francis of Assisi is the patron saint for ecologists—a title honoring his 
boundless love for animals and nature.  

Saint Gregory. Greg-o-ry. Greek Bishop and our father among the saints (ca. A.D. 335 – 
after 384) was bishop of Nyssa and a prominent theologian of the fourth century. The 
Church considers him a saint and one of the Three Holy Hierarchs.  The Roman Catholic 
Church also considers him a saint and calls him a Doctor of the Church. His two major 
contributions are the doctrine of the Trinity (triadological) and the first Christian 
theologian to argue for the infinity of God. 

Saint Thekla. The-kla. A disciple and companion of the Apostle Paul in 1st century. She is 
given the title "Equal-to-the-Apostles" because she accompanied St. Paul in founding 
churches, her witness converted so many others to Christ, and she was the first woman 
martyr for the Christian Faith. 

Salvation Army. A Protestant Christian church and international charitable organization 
structured in a quasi-military fashion. In 1865, its founders Catherine and William Booth 
sought to bring salvation to the poor, destitute and hungry by meeting both their 
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"physical and spiritual needs". The organization has a worldwide membership of over 1.5 
million, consisting of soldiers, officers and adherents known as Salvationists. It is present 
in 127 countries, running charity shops, operating shelters for the homeless and disaster 
relief and humanitarian aid to developing countries. 

Sapiential. Sa-pi-en-tial Books. Relating to wisdom. A subset of the books of the Jewish 
Bible in the Septuagint version. There are seven books: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, the Book of Wisdom, the Song of Songs (Song of Solomon), and Sirach. 

Sceuophylacium. Sceuo-phy-la-cium. A sacristy (north end of the altar) in the early 
church and in the Eastern Orthodox Church. 

Scholasticism. Scho·las·ti·cism. The system of theology and philosophy taught in medieval 
(12th century +) European universities, based on Aristotelian logic and the writings of the 
early Church Fathers and having a strong emphasis on tradition and dogma. 

Seraphim. Ser-a-phim (flaming). The six-winged Seraphim are the angels closest to God 
(Isaiah 6:2) who, due to their closeness to God, resemble fire (Hebrews 12:29; Daniel 7:9; 
Exodus 24:17).  

Seven Sorrows. Seven sorrowful events in the life of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Theotokos):
1. The escape and Flight into Egypt. (Matthew 2:13) 
2. The Loss of the Child Jesus in the Temple of Jerusalem. (Luke 2:43–45) 
3. The Meeting of Mary and Jesus on the Via Dolorosa. 
4. The Crucifixion of Jesus on Mount Calvary. (John 19:25) 
5. The Piercing of the Side of Jesus, and His Descent from the Cross. (Matthew 

27:57–59) 
6. The Burial of Jesus by Joseph of Arimathea. (John 19:40–42) 
7. The Burial of Jesus by Joseph of Arimathea. (John 19:40–42) 

The Roman Catholics liturgically celebrate the feast of Our Lady of Sorrows every 15 
September and on February 2, Eastern Catholics commemorate an icon of Theotokos as 
"the Softening of Evil Hearts" or "Simeon's Prophecy". 

Simony. Si·mo·ny. A sacrilege that consists in buying and selling what is spiritual in 
return for what is temporal. It is a sin of attempting to buy or sell an office of the Church 
or a sacrament.Socinianism. So-cin-i-an-ism. An unorthodox form of non-trinitarianism 
that was developed around the same time as the Protestant Reformation (1517-1648) and 
named for Fausto Sozzini.  In modern times Socinianism has been referred to as 
philanthropism, the view that Jesus was human, a view rejected by the First Council of 
Nicaea. 
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Sola fide (Latin: by faith alone). So-la fide. A justification by faith alone for salvation, is a 
Christian theological doctrine that distinguishes most Protestant denominations from the 
Catholic Church and the Eastern Orthodox Church. The doctrine of sola fide asserts 
God's pardon for guilty sinners is granted to and received through faith alone, excluding 
all "works". 

Starets. Sta-rets. An elder of a Russian Orthodox monastery who functions as venerated 
adviser and teacher. 

Supplication. Sup-pli-ca-tion. A request or a petition to God, Theotokos or another by the 
person praying. 

Syllabus of Errors. A document issued by the Holy See under Pope Pius IX in 1864. It 
condemned a total of 80 errors or heresies, and promulgated Church teaching on a 
number of philosophical and political questions. Reaction amongst Catholics was mixed, 
and amongst Protestants was uniformly negative. It remains a controversial document. 

Synodikon. Syn-o-di-kon. A letter, decree, or other document emanating from a synod in 
the Eastern Orthodox Church. 

Synthronon. Syn-thro-non.  A structure in the apse at the back of the altar of the 
Orthodox Christian church that combines the bishop's throne/cathedra and seats for the 
clergy. 

-T- 

Theandric. The-an-dric. The union of divine and human operation in Christ. 

Theodicy. The-od-i-sy. The common form, is an attempt to answer the question of why a 
good God permits the manifestation of evil and allows suffering. 

Theodore the Studite. Stu-dite. Father Theodore the Studite (759-826 A.D.) was a 
hymnographer and theologian as well as the abbot of the Monastery of St. John the 
Baptist in Studios, outside of Constantinople. His great theological contribution, on the 
Holy Icons, was written in defense of icons during the Second Iconoclasm Period (814-842 
A.D.). 

Theomachy. The-om-a-chy. A war, struggle or sin against God which was overcome by 
the cross. 

Theopaschitism. The-o-pasch-it-ism. A 6th-century heretical doctrine maintaining that 
Christ had only one nature, the divine, and that this nature suffered at the Crucifixion. 
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Tonsure. Ton-sure. A part of a monk's or priest's head left bare on top by shaving off the 
hair as a sign of religious devotion or humility. 

Tractarianism (Oxford movement). Trac-tar-i-an-ism. They thought of Anglicanism as 
one of three branches (Anglicanism, Orthodoxy and Roman Catholicism) of the One, 
Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. They reinstated some older Christian traditions of 
faith and their inclusion into Anglican liturgy and theology. The Oxford movement 
became known as Tractarianism after its series of publications, the Tracts for the Times, 
published from 1833 to 1841. 

Transcendence. Tran-scend-ence In religion, transcendence refers to the aspect of a god's 
nature and power which is wholly independent of the material universe, beyond all 
physical laws. This is contrasted with immanence, where a god is said to be fully present 
in the physical world and thus accessible to creatures in various ways. 

Transubstantiation. Tran-sub-stan-ti-a-tion. The belief (especially in the Roman Catholic 
Church) that the bread and wine given at Communion become the body and blood of 
Jesus Christ. The Eastern Catholic, Oriental Orthodox and Eastern Orthodox Churches, 
along with the Assyrian Church of the East, accept the doctrine of Transubstantiation. 
However, they usually rely on the status of the doctrine as a "Mystery," something known 
by divine revelation that could not have been arrived at by reason without revelation.  

Troparion. Tro-pa-rion. (also tropar; plural troparia) is a type of hymn in Byzantine 
music, in the Orthodox Church and other Eastern Christian churches. It is a short hymn 
of one stanza, or one of a series of stanzas.  

-U- 

Ultramontanism. Ul-tra-mon-ta-nism. A clerical political conception within the Catholic 
Church that places strong emphasis on the prerogatives and powers of the Pope. The 
term originated in ecclesiastical language from the Middle Ages when a non-Italian was 
elected to the papacy. From the 17th century, ultramontanism became closely associated 
with the Jesuits, who defended the superiority of Popes over councils and kings. 

Union of Brest. A decision made in c. 1595-1596, by a number of Orthodox bishops in the 
region of what is modern Ukraine, Poland and Belarus to depart from the Orthodox 
Church and place themselves under the Pope of Rome in order to avoid being ruled by 
the newly established Patriarch of Moscow. The result was "Rus (medieval Russian State) 
fighting against Rus," and the splitting of the Church of Rus into Greek Catholic and 
Greek Orthodox jurisdictions. 
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Unitarianism. U-ni-tar-i-an-ism. A belief about the nature of Jesus Christ that affirms 
God as a singular entity and rejects the doctrine of the Trinity. It was especially prevalent 
during the theological turmoil of the Protestant Reformation. 

Universalism. Uu-i-ver-sal-ism. The belief originating in the 18th century that all 
humankind will eventually be saved and Christ's atonement did atone for everyone's sins.

-V- 

Vatican Council, First (1869–70).  Twentieth ecumenical council of the Roman Catholic 
Church convened by Pope Pius IX to refute various contemporary ideas associated with 
the rise of liberalism and materialism. It is chiefly remembered for its declaration of 
papal infallibility. 

Veneration (adoration). Ven-er-a-tion. The Third Sunday of Great Lent called Sunday of 
the Veneration of the Cross, also called the Sunday of the Holy Cross. On this Sunday, 
services includes a special veneration of the Cross, which prepares the faithful for the 
commemoration of the Crucifixion during Holy Week and the holy Resurrection.  

Vernacular. Ver-nac-u-lar. The language or dialect spoken by the ordinary people in a 
particular country or region. 

Vicar. Vic-ar. Represent the bishop and act on his behalf – his vicarious presence.  The 
Russian Orthodox Church uses the Vicar title for auxiliary bishops (really chorbishops) 
of an Archbishop in charge of one of the smaller towns in his archdiocese. Both uses of the 
word – "substitute" and "steward" - are appropriate in the context of their ministry to 
the Metropolis of Pittsburgh.  The vicars are His Eminence's presence among the people 
of the various regions when he is not able to attend, and are stewards of the shepherds 
and flocks that are entrusted to him.  

Vouchsafe. Vouch-safe. Give or grant something to someone in a gracious or 
condescending manner "it is a blessing vouchsafed him by heaven". 

Vulgate Bible. Vul-gate. A late fourth-century Latin translation of the Bible that became, 
during the 16th century, the Catholic Church's officially promulgated Latin version of 
the Bible. 

-W- 

Waldensianism Heresey. Wal-den-sian-ism. The most geographically widespread and the 
longest lived of all medieval popular heresies. It originated in the late twelfth century and 
in the sixteenth century, they embraced the Protestant Reformation and joined various 
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local Protestant regional entities. They rejected what they perceived as the idolatry of the 
Roman Catholic Church and considered the Papacy as the Antichrist of Rome. They 
rejected the authority of priests, as divine communicators with God, while choosing to 
base their own on individual merit.  

World Council of Churches (WCC). A worldwide inter-church organization founded in 
1948 which confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Savior according to the scriptures. 
Its members today include the Anglican Communion, the Assyrian Church of the East, 
most jurisdictions of the Eastern Orthodox Church, the Old Catholic Church, the 
Oriental Orthodox Churches, most mainline Protestant churches. Notably, the Roman 
Catholic Church is not a member, although it sends accredited observers to meetings The 
WCC arose out of the ecumenical movement. 

-X- 

-Y- 

Yadah and Towdah (Todah). Ya-dah and To-dah. Hebrew words that mean praise and 
thanksgiving. A Jewish remembrance of the covenant and a covenant renewal. 

-Z- 

Zionism. Zi-on-ism. The national movement of the Jewish people that supports the re-
establishment of a Jewish homeland in the territory defined as the historic Land of Israel 
(roughly corresponding to Palestine, Canaan or the Holy Land).  


